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Venezuela: Defense Minister News Conference (Take 1 of 2) 


PA0402182392 Caracas Venezolana de Television Network in Spanish 
1642 GMT 4 Feb 92 


[News conference by Defense Minister General Fernando Ochoa 
Antich with unidentified reporters at the Miraflores Presidential 


Palace in Caracas ~-- live] 


[Text] [Ochoa] As minister of defense, I hereby report to the 
country the following: Early this morning, a group of units from the 
garrisons at Caracas, Maracay, Valencia, and Maracaibo rebelled 
against the legally established government, trying to seize the La 
Casona presidential residence and the Miraflores Presidential Palace 
for the purpose of assassinating the president. At this time, units cs 
loyal to the constitutional government control the situation 
throughout the country, where tranquillity and peace are beginning : 


to prevail. 


_ I call on the Venezuelan people to maintain order and confidence 
in the democratic system, in the the Armed Forces as an institution, 

and in the legally established authorities. I am now at your 

service to answer any questions you might have. 


[Reporter] How many casualties have been reported? 
[Ochoa] I do not have the exact number of casualties. 


Unfortunately, I have to report to the country there have been some 
casualties as a result of the combat among the Armed Forces as of 


early this morning. 


{Reporter] Who was involved? ; 
[Ochoa] There is absolute normalcy at all military garrisons 


throughout the country. All the units that had rebelled have 
surrendered to forces loyal to the constitutional government. The 
last rebel units -- the Libertador Garrison, the Monagas group, and 
the Freitas group -- have just surrendered to forces loyal to the 


constitutional government. : 


[Reporter] Who are the officers mainly involved? : 
[Ochoa] At this time, I cannot clearly state the names of the 4 
officers involved in this conspiracy. I can only state that the 
initial investigations point to Lieutenant Colonel Hugo Rafael | 


Chavez Frias, Lt. Col. Jesus Miguel Ortiz Contreras, Lt. Col. : 
Lor 44 DOS 


Francisco Arias Cardenas, and Lt. Col. Francisco Urdaneta Rivas.- Re cS 
x 
[Reporter] Are there any civilians involved? PL00 ale Riot | 
Ochoa] At this time, there are no civilians involved. la “P 
AV 
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Nonetheless, we must continue with the investigations to reach a 
conclusion. So far, only soldiers have been arrested. 


[Reporter] What were the solitical reasons for wanting to 
assassinate the president? 
[Ochoa] I do not know the reasons for this coupist attempt. I 
want to clarify that undoubtedly all military personnel who are 
involved in these actions will be turned over to the military courts 
where they will be punished to the full extent of the law. 


{Reporter] Mr. Minister, how long will the constitutional 


guarantees be suspended? 
[Ochoa] The time required to normalize the situation throughout 


the country. 


i 


[Reporter] What is the curfew schedule, Mr. Minister? 
{Ochoa] A curfew has not been established at this time. 


[Reporter] Do. you have any information about high-ranking 
officers, perhaps generals, being involved in this attempt? 

[Ochoa] There are no suspicions of any higher-ranking officers -~ 
other than the ones I mentioned earlier -- being involved in this 


rebellion. 


{Reporter} Did military intelligence fail? 
[Ochoa] The intelligence system did not fail, inasmuch as we had 


the information available with sufficient time to enable us to adopt 
the measures to safeguard the life of.... 


[Reporter, interrupting] Was there a large mobilization? 
[Ochoa] Undoubtedly, this was a significant conspiracy. However, 


we were able to report to the president in due time, and protect his 


life, as you have seen. 


[Reporter] Is it true that the Ey easdent had very little security 


close to him? 

{Ochoaj No, he did not have very little security. He had the 
normal security that the president always has with him. The trouble 
is that armored vehicles attacked the Miraflores Palace. 


[Reporter] Is there any threat that this might happen again? 
[Ochoa] I do not think so. Undoubtedly, this is a regrettable 


moment for the Armed Forces that greatly concerns us. It must lead 
both the Armed Forces as well as the country to a serious analysis. 


(more) 
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[Text] [Reporter] Mr. Minister, how could there have been so 
much movement and so many armored vehicles moved, without the state 
intelligence organizations -- at least the Armed Forces intelligence 
groups -- detecting anything? . ; 

[Ochoa} Last night, before the president arrived in the country, 
we already had information that there was some sort of an abnormal 
situation in various garrisons. Measures were adopted to protect 
the president, and that is why he was able to leave La Casona on 
time before it was attacked. He then went to the presidential 
palace. What happened is that the presidential palace was attacked 
by an armored unit with a firing capacity greater than what normally 
protects the presidential palace. At any rate and as you have seen, 
the honor guard troops and the presidential aides courageously 
fought to protect the president, and they managed to safeguard his 
life. The president was then able to leave the Miraflores Palace to 


address the country as he did. 


[Reporter] How many honor guardsmen are wounded or dead, Mr. 


Minister? 

[Ochoa] At this time, I do not want to give any figures, because 
I do not have that information. I also want to clarify that yours 
truly, the defense minister, personally directed from the Defense 
Ministry the operations from the very beginning. With the support 
of the high command, we managed to control the situation. 


[Reporter] Mr. Minister, what lies ahead for the soldiers who 
rebelled against their own comrades-in-arms and who violated 
military law and the national Constitution? ; 

[Ochoa] Undoubtedly, they will have to face a court martial, 
where the penalties will be extremely high. 


[Reporter] How about the soldiers who merely followed superior 


orders? 
[Ochoa] The situation for those soldiers will have to be analyzed 


by the judges. Undoubtedly, a majority of the soldiers were led to 
this situation without any clear information about what they were 


doing. 


[Reporter] What is the top punishment that might be applied? 
{Ochoa} Actually at this time I cannot recall what the maximum 


UNCLASSIFIED 


‘UNCLASSIFIED © 


punishment is for military rebellion, but I believe it is 25 years. 


{Reporter] Can Venezuelans now feel that democracy is safe? 

[Ochoa] I believe that the Venezuelan people and leadership -- as 
well the Armed Forces leadership -~ must thoroughly analyze the 
causes that led to these events. 


[Reporter] Why do you think these events took place? 

{Ochoa] It is difficult to analyze, but undoubtedly the country 
has been experiencing a deep crisis, and these events demonstrate 
the seriousness of the crisis. 


[Reporter] Does the conflict with Colombia have a bearing in this 
situation? 


[Ochoa] Actually, none of the rebel leaders with whom I talked 
when I urged them to surrender mentioned that conflict. 


{Reporter] Mr. Minister, why did they do it? The people want to 
know. : 


[Ochoa] They mentioned other issues. They said mainly they did 
not feel truly satisfied with the manner in which the Venezuelan 
situation was developing. 


[Reporter] What percentage of the Armed Forces rebelled against 
the institutions? 

[Ochoa] We cannot talk about percentages. There were just some 
important units. However, the majority of the Armed Forces clearly 
obeyed their legally constituted commands. As you have observed, we 
.have managed to control the situation with reasonable efficiency. 


[Reporter] Mr. Minister, could the charges of corruption within 
the Armed Forces be connected with this? 

[Ochoa] I do not think the corruption charges had anything to do 
with this, as these are always well received. On the contrary, I 
believe that the campaign against the various authorities in the 
country has been one of the causes that has led@.to such an action. 


[Reporter} Who do you hold responsible for this campaign? 

{Ochoa} I do not want to hold anyone responsible. I am only 
urging the country to reflect on these things. This is all. 
(endall) 
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